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Shenandoah Valley scheduled to open in 
2003. 

Lee Taylor’s talents were not limited to horti-
culture. He was nationally known as the cre-
ator of miniature houses and rooms. His ge-
nius had been recognized in articles in Nut-
shell News and Treasures in Miniature. Mr. 
Taylor bequeathed more than one dozen min-
iatures to the new Museum of the Shen-
andoah Valley. 

Mr. Taylor was a champion of preservation 
in the northern Shenandoah Valley. He served 
on the governing board of Belle Grove, the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation site in 
Middletown, Virginia. He was a charter board 
member of Preservation of Historic Win-
chester. Both of these organizations recog-
nized Mr. Taylor’s contributions with special 
awards. Mr. Taylor also served on the Win-
chester-Frederick County Historic Resources 
Advisory Board as well as the Community His-
tory Advisory Board of Shenandoah University. 

Lee Taylor will be remembered as a truly 
gentle man. When not helping others, he 
could generally be found in his garden. He 
was always generous with his time and horti-
cultural knowledge—encouraging even the 
most timid novice gardener to turn the first 
spade of dirt, to plant the first seed. 

Today, because of Lee Taylor’s vision, Glen 
Bumie is a peaceful refuge for all who visit. 

Mr. Speaker, today I pay tribute to R. Lee 
Taylor as Glen Burnie’s first Curator of Gar-
dens and creator of an experience of uncom-
mon beauty. Lee Taylor took a seed and 
planted it, and all that has grown will enrich 
our lives for many years to come. In his honor, 
I encourage all to go to Glen Burnie in Win-
chester, Virginia and to discover the magic of 
the gardens that Lee Taylor created. 
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TRIBUTE TO FBI SPECIAL AGENTS 
RONALD A. WILLIAMS AND JACK 
R. COLER 

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 28, 2000 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, twenty-five years 
ago last Monday, FBI Special Agents Ronald 
A. Williams and Jack R. Coler were merci-
lessly gunned down on South Dakota’s Pine 
Ridge Reservation. The agents were pursuing 
a fugitive on June 26, 1975; one of the three 
people in the vehicle the agents were tracking 
was Leonard Peltier. A fugitive from justice 
wanted for attempted murder, Peltier and his 
associates abruptly emerged from their vehicle 
and opened fire on the agents. Williams and 
Coler were shot point blank in the head, and 
died instantly. Peltier was captured after sev-
eral months, and now serves two consecutive 
life sentences at Leavenworth. 

Time and again, Peltier rightly has been de-
nied parole for his heinous crimes, most re-
cently just two weeks ago. Each of his ap-
peals has failed. Even after a quarter century, 
and amid the constant barrage of liberal Holly-
wood actors glorifying this murderer, the 
American people have not forgotten Peltier’s 
fatal assaults. Leonard Peltier slaughtered two 
young FBI special agents at the beginning of 

their careers, for which he deserves to spend 
the remainder of his life in prison. 

As a fellow former FBI special agent, I am 
honored today to recognize the supreme sac-
rifice of Ronald A. Williams, age 27, and Jack 
R. Coler, age 28. These slain heroes gave 
their lives in defense of justice for all. I join 
law enforcement officers throughout the nation 
in saluting their memories on this day. Their fi-
delity, bravery, and integrity live on in their 
comrades. 

I commend to my colleagues’ attention the 
following statement by FBI Director Louis 
Freeh. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 

Washington, DC June 26, 2000. 

STATEMENT OF FBI DIRECTOR LOUIS J. FREEH 

On behalf of the men and women of the 
FBI, and in memory of all who have lost 
their lives in the line of duty, I would like to 
observe the 25th anniversary of the brutal 
slaying of Special Agents Ronald A. Wil-
liams and Jack R. Coler. 

Twenty-five years ago today, these two 
outstanding Special Agents of the FBI were 
summarily executed by a gunman in South 
Dakota. Ron Williams and Jack Coler had 
been searching for a robbery suspect near 
Pine Ridge on 6/26/75 when they were shot 
from a distance of 250 yards. They were 
grievously wounded and on the ground when 
the killer approached and shot them, one 
after the other, at point blank range, 
through their faces. 

The FBI cannot forget this cold blooded 
crime, nor should the American people. I was 
a new Special Agent, still in training school, 
when this horrific crime was enacted. Its 
cold blooded disregard for law and order en-
sured that it would never be forgotten, its 
criminal nature never obscured. 

In February 1976, Leonard Peltier was ar-
rested and charged with the murder of these 
two agents. The evidence was unarguable 
and conclusive. On 4/18/77, he was found 
guilty of the first-degree murders of Wil-
liams and Cofer and sentenced on 6/1/77 to 
two consecutive life terms. All his many ap-
peals to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Eighth Circuit have failed. The Supreme 
Court of the United States has twice denied 
Peltier’s petitions for review of his case. 
Most recently, on 6/12/2000, his parole board 
held its regular 2-year statutory review of 
the case, pending the full hearing it is re-
quired to hold in 2008. Once again, parole for 
Leonard Peltier was not recommended. It is 
a testament to the American judicial system 
and the American people that 25 years have 
not been able to erase or soften the facts of 
the case. The rule of law has continued to 
prevail over the emotion of the moment, the 
cornerstone attribute of our criminal justice 
system. 

The men and women of the FBI—and law 
enforcement officers everywhere—put their 
lives on the line on a daily basis to protect 
the American people. They, with me, would 
like to remind the nation of the fidelity, 
bravery, and integrity of Agents Williams 
and Coler who 25 years ago today lost their 
lives but not their places in our hearts. 

A TRIBUTE TO CONANT HALSEY 
FOR 47 YEARS OF MUSICAL EX-
CELLENCE AT THE REDLANDS 
BOWL 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 28, 2000 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like today to call your attention to nearly 
five decades of dedication to music and love 
of community by Mr. Conant K. Halsey, who 
has guided the Summer Music Festival of the 
Redlands Bowl through decades when many 
local concert series declined—and has helped 
make it into a regional event attended by 
100,000 people each year. 

The Redlands Bowl Summer Music Festival 
was created in 1924 by founder Grace Stewart 
Mullen, and is the nation’s oldest continuing 
outdoor concert series that has never charged 
admission. Thanks in large part to the financial 
expertise of Conant Halsey, the festival has 
also never asked for government funding for 
operations—it has survived and prospered en-
tirely on the donations and volunteer work 
from those who love good music in the sur-
rounding communities. 

Halsey, a stockbroker who came West for 
his health, joined the board of the Redlands 
Community Music Association in 1953, and 
took over as chairman when Grace Mullen 
died in 1967. Under his guidance, the associa-
tion created an endowment fund that is now 
self-sustaining—the festival only uses income, 
not principal. When he joined the board, the 
annual budget was $50,000—now it is 
$317,000. 

In a white dinner jacket and bow tie, Conant 
Halsey has been a fixture at many of the 940 
concerts he has helped stage in the past 47 
years. He has made the announcements, led 
children in the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
greeted visitors from other states and foreign 
countries. 

Mr. Chairman, the City of Redlands is 
known for its grace and appreciation of culture 
in no small part because of the continuing 
success of the Redlands Bowl summer con-
certs. After 47 years of helping guide that 
dedication to excellent music, Conant Halsey 
is retiring from the board on June 30 at the 
bowl’s first concert of the 21st Century. I ask 
you and my colleagues to please join me in 
offering our congratulations on this tremen-
dous accomplishment, and wish Mr. Halsey 
well in years to come. 
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 27, 2000 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4733) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2001, and for other purposes. 
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Chairman, I rise today to 

give my strong support to H.R. 4733, the En-
ergy and Water Development Appropriations 
Act of 2001. The legislation supports two im-
portant priorites, the restoration of the Kan-
kakee River and the construction of the Tun-
nel and River Project. 

The Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act of 2001 provides resources to 
continue environmental cleanup and restora-
tion of the Kankakee River, a critical habitat 
for wildlife and one of Illinois’ greatest treas-
ures. For years, the Kankakee River has been 
choked by sand and sedimentation. This legis-
lation continues the funding of studies to 
cleanup the River and solve its problems. 

Mr. Chairman, I am especially pleased that 
the Appropriations Committee has provided 
$600,000 for the ongoing Army Corps of Engi-
neers Feasibility Study of the Kankakee River 
and $300,000 for the State Line Sand Re-
moval Project. The goals of these projects will 
be to restore the natural hydrology and aquat-
ic habitat back to the river, the removal of ex-
cessive sand buildup, the restoration of adja-
cent wetlands, and the reintroduction of native 
mussels into their natural habitat. The cleanup 
and restoration of the Kankakee River de-
serves high priority; the legislation before us 
today recognizes the importance of this 
project. 

Additionally, the Committee awarded $7.8 
million for the construction funding for the 
McCook and Thornton Reservoir projects of 
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago. The McCook and Thornton 
Reservoirs are part of the Chicago Underflow 
Plan, a comprehensive flood protection and 
water quality protection plan for the Chicago 
metropolitan area. 

Mr. Chairman, this system has been enor-
mously effective in achieving its goals as evi-
denced by the elimination of 86 percent of 
combined sewage pollution in a 325 square 
mile area. The result of this progress is the 
dramatic increase in water quality of the 
Chicagoland waterways and the protection of 
Lake Michigan, our drinking water source. 
131,000 home owners rely on the continued 
construction of the ‘‘Deep Tunnel’’ flood relief 
and clean water project. This appropriation will 
add to the $30 million already appropriated for 
flood relief in the South Suburbs and will 
eventually produce $104 million in savings and 
benefits annually. 

Mr. Chairman, I commend the hard work of 
Chairman PACKARD and Chairman YOUNG and 
urge my colleagues to support this good legis-
lation. 
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AMENDING INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE TO REQUIRE 527 ORGANIZA-
TIONS TO DISCLOSE POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 27, 2000 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, tonight the 
House of Representatives has the opportunity 
to ensure that meaningful campaign finance 

reform is passed in time for this year’s elec-
tion. H.R. 4762 is the campaign finance bill 
with the best chance to pass both Chambers 
and be signed into law that has reached the 
floor in years. Last week, when I testified be-
fore the Ways and Means Committee, I said 
that I would help lead the fight to pass legisla-
tion that would rein in the section 527 groups 
if the House could not pass more comprehen-
sive disclosure legislation. I will do so tonight. 
In this case, we cannot afford to make the 
perfect the enemy of the good. 

Section 527 organizations, set up under 
section 527 of the Tax Code, are established 
to engage in political activities, which influence 
our political process by funding election-re-
lated communications without having to dis-
close their donors. H.R. 4762 is needed be-
cause current campaign laws are wholly un-
able to adequately regulate the torrent of polit-
ical advertising by groups exploiting this loop-
hole in both our tax and election laws. Huge 
sums of money are being spent to influence 
the election system. While spending by indi-
viduals has been protected by Supreme Court 
rulings and the problem of soft money con-
tinues because a lack of will by Congress to 
address it, we now have a troubling new trend 
in campaign finance spending by groups oper-
ating under unique designations in our tax 
code such as section 527. 

While I would have liked to cover more 
groups engaging in electioneering communica-
tions, I am pleased that we will have the op-
portunity to pass significant legislation that will 
tackle the 527 stealth political organization 
problem. I worked very hard with my col-
leagues in both the House and Senate to de-
velop broader legislation. I extend my thanks 
to Senators MCCAIN, SNOWE, LIEBERMAN, and 
FEINGOLD, and Representatives HOUGHTON, 
SHAYS, GRAHAM, MEEHAN, and DOGGETT for 
their efforts. We explored many possible alter-
natives, and I believe that we have laid the 
groundwork for further legislation in this area. 

Tonight we will vote on H.R. 4762, language 
taken from Senator JOHN MCCAIN’s legislation, 
which has already passed the Senate. This 
legislation requires section 527 organizations, 
that have gross receipts of more than $25,000 
dollars, to disclose their top donors. Whether 
or not we agree with the message of any ad-
vertisement campaign, I hope we can agree 
that voters have the right to know who is pay-
ing for any campaign-related ad and who is 
trying to influence their vote. Our Constitution 
protects every American’s right to be heard. 
Yet today, more than ever, voters are faced 
with new-style political organizations, oper-
ating free from coverage by Federal election 
law, that are spending millions on campaign 
ads without having to disclose their donors. 
The 2000 general election cycle is fast ap-
proaching and section 527 political groups are 
expanding at a rapid pace and could be a 
dominant force in the 2000 election. 

I am convinced this bill will curb some of the 
most blatant abuses, and will allow the public 
to know who is supporting these groups that 
are now operating behind a veil of secrecy. I 
urge you to join me in supporting H.R. 4762 
in an effort to restore integrity to our election 
process and return the election process to the 
American people. It is a real step forward, and 
we should take it. 

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE, 
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES/ 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT, JR. 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 26, 2000 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes: 

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Chairman, I have 
discussed with the gentleman from Kentucky 
the fact that the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) is conducting an economic 
mitigation study associated with the Lower 
Snake River in my congressional district. In 
addition, NMFS may direct the Corps of Engi-
neers to conduct an engineering study on how 
to breach the dams. 

Language addressing Corps funding for 
such a study is included in H. Rept. 106–693, 
the report accompanying the Fiscal Year 2001 
Energy and Water Development Appropria-
tions Bill (H.R. 4733). The report states, ‘‘The 
amount provided for the Columbia River Fish 
Mitigation program does not include funds for 
engineering and design, or other post-feasi-
bility phase activities, associated with breach-
ing Lower Snake River dams.’’ It is my under-
standing that it is the intent of the Commerce, 
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies subcommittee that no funds are in-
cluded for NMFS for engineering and design, 
or other post-feasibility phase activities includ-
ing economic mitigation studies associated 
with breaching the Lower Snake River dams. 
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DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE, 
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 26, 2000 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes: 

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has yet to 
release its biological opinion for the Lower 
Snake River. Ultimately, it will be the Con-
gress that decides whether to breach the 
Snake River dams. The amount provided in 
H.R. 4690 does not include funding for engi-
neering and design, or other post-feasibility 
phase activities including economic mitigation 
studies, associated with breaching the Lower 
Snake River dams. I appreciate the Gentle-
man’s concerns on this matter, and thank him 
for bringing this issue to my attention. 
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